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End of soy moratorium could add 1.4m hectares
to Amazon deforestation

Projection appears in Science article assessing legacy of contested agreement under
which signatories pledged not to buy soy grown on deforested land in the biome

By Cibelle Boucas, Globo Rural — Belo Horizonte
07/17/2026 12:00 PM - Updated 4 days ago
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Claim comes from article in the journal Science — Photo: Fabio Nascimento/Agéncia O Globo

Ending the Soy Moratorium could push Amazon deforestation up by 1.4 million
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China accepts Brazil's environmental law for soybean imports

NGOs slam companies’ exit from Soy Moratorium

European retailers pressure trading companies to follow soy moratorium

Emissions tied to that additional deforestation are projected to reach 745 million tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent, roughly what Canada emits in a year.

The article was written by researchers from the universities of Wisconsin, Illinois and
DePaul, in the U.S., in partnership with Greenpeace and WWF-Brazil. It examines the
impact of the agreement—signed in 2006 and terminated this past January—and
projects its effects over the coming decade.

Tiago Reis, a conservation specialist at WWF-Brazil and one of the paper’s authors, said
the estimate covers private land near roads or grain storage facilities, conditions that
raise the risk of deforestation for soy cultivation.

Established 20 years ago, the Soy Moratorium committed signatory companies to avoid
purchasing soy grown on Amazon land deforested after July 2008. The agreement lost
steam after several Brazilian states passed laws stripping tax incentives from companies
that adhered to it. This past January, the Brazilian Association of Vegetable Oil Industries
(Abiove) and participating companies withdrew from the pact altogether.

Mato Grosso, Rondonia, Tocantins and Maranhao have already enacted such laws,
while Para and Goias have similar bills pending. Four direct actions of
unconstitutionality (ADIs 7774, 7775. 7863 and 7959) challenging those state laws are
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“If the STF upholds the state laws, it will shape how willing
companies are to take on commitments that go beyond the
Forest Code, and it could ripple into other supply chains too,”
said Cristiane Mazzetti, forests coordinator at Greenpeace
Brazil and a co-author of the study.

The researchers argue that ending the moratorium could fuel land speculation across
the Amazon. They identified 9.1 million hectares of forest on private land highly suitable
for soy that could legally be cleared, plus another 28.7 million hectares of public forest
that could become speculation targets.
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Tiago Reis is among the authors of the study — Photo: Katarina Silva/WWF-Brasil

Lifting the moratorium itself has little direct bearing on soy farmers, since most land
deforested after July 2008 already violates the Forest Code. Only 739,000 hectares were
legally cleared and available for soy production; on farms already growing soy, just
60,000 hectares remain legally clearable for cultivation.

The study also notes that soy acreage more than tripled while the moratorium was in
force, relying on land cleared before 2008. Over the agreement's first decade,
deforestation linked to soy cultivation fell 35%, sparing 1.8 million hectares of forest.

Responding to claims from the agricultural sector that the moratorium'’s signatories had
colluded like a cartel, the authors compared prices paid to farmers in municipalities
covered by the agreement against those outside it and found no systematic difference.

“The study disproves the cartel accusation, and the argument that producers lost
money because of the moratorium,” Reis said. One suit currently suspended under
Justice Dino’s ruling seeks over R$1 billion in compensation in Mato Grosso courts for
alleged losses tied to the moratorium.

Contacted by Valor, Abiove declined to comment on the study.

The Brazilian Soybean Producers Association (Aprosoja Brasil) pointed to official Ministry
of the Environment data showing a 37.5% drop in Amazon deforestation alerts between
August 2025 and May 2026—a period overlapping with the moratorium’s unraveling.
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and medium producers who have always followed the law—creating trade barriers that
can't override Brazilian legislation,” the association said.
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Researchers found no evidence that signatories fixed
soybean prices
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BRB to meet private banks as
guarantee impasse persists

Lenders question proposed collateral for R$6.6 billion
FGC loan
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