
End of soy moratorium could add 1.4m hectares
to Amazon deforestation
Projection appears in Science article assessing legacy of contested agreement under
which signatories pledged not to buy soy grown on deforested land in the biome

By Cibelle Bouças, Globo Rural — Belo Horizonte
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Ending the Soy Moratorium could push Amazon deforestation up by 1.4 million

hectares by 2035—a 17% increase over the area cleared in the past decade—according

to an article on the moratorium’s legacy published in the journal Science.

Claim comes from article in the journal Science — Photo: Fabio Nascimento/Agência O Globo
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Emissions tied to that additional deforestation are projected to reach 745 million tonnes

of carbon dioxide equivalent, roughly what Canada emits in a year.

The article was written by researchers from the universities of Wisconsin, Illinois and

DePaul, in the U.S., in partnership with Greenpeace and WWF-Brazil. It examines the

impact of the agreement—signed in 2006 and terminated this past January—and

projects its effects over the coming decade.

Tiago Reis, a conservation specialist at WWF-Brazil and one of the paper’s authors, said

the estimate covers private land near roads or grain storage facilities, conditions that

raise the risk of deforestation for soy cultivation.

Established 20 years ago, the Soy Moratorium committed signatory companies to avoid

purchasing soy grown on Amazon land deforested after July 2008. The agreement lost

steam after several Brazilian states passed laws stripping tax incentives from companies

that adhered to it. This past January, the Brazilian Association of Vegetable Oil Industries

(Abiove) and participating companies withdrew from the pact altogether.

Mato Grosso, Rondônia, Tocantins and Maranhão have already enacted such laws,

while Pará and Goiás have similar bills pending. Four direct actions of

unconstitutionality (ADIs 7774, 7775, 7863 and 7959) challenging those state laws are

now before Brazil’s Supreme Court (STF).

On August 12, the STF’s full bench is set to hear ADIs 7774 and 7775 and to review

Justice Flávio Dino’s injunction suspending judicial and administrative proceedings

China accepts Brazil’s environmental law for soybean imports·
NGOs slam companies’ exit from Soy Moratorium·
European retailers pressure trading companies to follow soy moratorium·

Menu Agribusiness

Nós usamos cookies e outras tecnologias semelhantes para melhorar a sua experiência em nossos

serviços, personalizar publicidade e recomendar conteúdo de seu interesse. Ao utilizar nossos serviços,

você está ciente dessa funcionalidade. Informamos ainda que atualizamos nosso Aviso de Privacidade.

Conheça nosso Portal da Privacidade e veja o nosso novo Aviso.

7/27/26, 7:09 PM End of soy moratorium could add 1.4m hectares to Amazon deforestation

https://valorinternational.globo.com/agribusiness/news/2026/07/17/end-of-soy-moratorium-could-add-14m-hectares-to-amazon-deforestation.ghtml 3/11

https://valorinternational.globo.com/agribusiness/news/2026/07/03/china-accepts-brazils-environmental-law-for-soybean-imports.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/agribusiness/news/2026/02/03/ngos-slam-companies-exit-from-soy-moratorium.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/agribusiness/news/2026/01/27/european-retailers-pressure-trading-companies-to-follow-soy-moratorium.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/
https://valorinternational.globo.com/agribusiness/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/
https://privacidade.globo.com/


nationwide tied to the moratorium—including a probe by Brazil’s antitrust regulator,

Cade, into allegations that soy trading companies formed a cartel. The other two ADIs

have not yet been scheduled for trial.

“If the STF upholds the state laws, it will shape how willing
companies are to take on commitments that go beyond the
Forest Code, and it could ripple into other supply chains too,”
said Cristiane Mazzetti, forests coordinator at Greenpeace
Brazil and a co-author of the study.

The researchers argue that ending the moratorium could fuel land speculation across

the Amazon. They identified 9.1 million hectares of forest on private land highly suitable

for soy that could legally be cleared, plus another 28.7 million hectares of public forest

that could become speculation targets.
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Tiago Reis is among the authors of the study — Photo: Katarina Silva/WWF-Brasil

Lifting the moratorium itself has little direct bearing on soy farmers, since most land

deforested after July 2008 already violates the Forest Code. Only 739,000 hectares were

legally cleared and available for soy production; on farms already growing soy, just

60,000 hectares remain legally clearable for cultivation.

The study also notes that soy acreage more than tripled while the moratorium was in

force, relying on land cleared before 2008. Over the agreement’s first decade,

deforestation linked to soy cultivation fell 35%, sparing 1.8 million hectares of forest.

Responding to claims from the agricultural sector that the moratorium’s signatories had

colluded like a cartel, the authors compared prices paid to farmers in municipalities

covered by the agreement against those outside it and found no systematic difference.

“The study disproves the cartel accusation, and the argument that producers lost

money because of the moratorium,” Reis said. One suit currently suspended under

Justice Dino’s ruling seeks over R$1 billion in compensation in Mato Grosso courts for

alleged losses tied to the moratorium.

Contacted by Valor, Abiove declined to comment on the study.

The Brazilian Soybean Producers Association (Aprosoja Brasil) pointed to official Ministry

of the Environment data showing a 37.5% drop in Amazon deforestation alerts between

August 2025 and May 2026—a period overlapping with the moratorium’s unraveling.

“In the first half of 2026, the biome recorded its lowest level of deforestation alerts for

that period in a decade,” the association said. Aprosoja argued one of the study’s core

assumptions is flawed because it factors in illegal deforestation, even though Brazil’s

environmental laws haven’t been loosened.
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“If the study is counting areas where land conversion is legally permitted, it’s really just

highlighting the productive rights farmers lost to a private restriction with no legal basis

and no compensation. The Soy Moratorium imposed real losses—especially on small

and medium producers who have always followed the law—creating trade barriers that

can’t override Brazilian legislation,” the association said.
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More from Valor International

Business

FTD to invest R$100m a year in
educational AI, without ‘big techs’
Marista Group publisher says education companies
must expand significantly their technological
capabilities

Há 5 horas — Em Business

Business

Power curtailment is a challenge in
Brazil, EDP says
Portuguese electricity giant says solution to curbs on
renewable generation involves grid upgrades and
battery storage

Há 6 horas — Em Business

Hewelth ReliefChain | Patrocinado

Can't Lift Your Arm Without Wincing ? Do This Tonight

Visionary Echo | Patrocinado

¿Cuánto cuesta el BYD Dolphin Mini en México en 2026?
Más información

Menu Agribusiness
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Environment

Clean energy gains ground in Brazil’s
remote regions
Advances in biodigesters and hybrid systems expand
electricity access

Há 6 horas — Em Environment

Agribusiness

New Middle East clashes hampering
Brazil’s agricultural exports
Meat and soy exporters seek alternative routes to the
region amid expectations of higher sea shipping costs

Há 7 horas — Em Agribusiness

Business

Volkswagen to begin hybrid vehicle
production, Lula says
According to sources close to workers, everything is in
place for mass production to begin in 2027 at the São
Bernardo do Campo plant

Há 8 horas — Em Business

Business

Brazilian brands seek visibility in
Paris
Twenty Brazilian companies display products at
LVMH’s La Samaritaine through August 26

Há 8 horas — Em Business
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VEJA MAIS

Agribusiness

Global study rejects cartel claim in
Soy Moratorium
Researchers found no evidence that signatories fixed
soybean prices

Há 9 horas — Em Agribusiness

Business

BRB to meet private banks as
guarantee impasse persists
Lenders question proposed collateral for R$6.6 billion
FGC loan

Há 9 horas — Em Business
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